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Bir Miras Yapus
Olarak Kiituphaneler

Gundelik hayatimizda ekranlarin iggal ettifi zaman
arttikca kiitiphanelerin ve basili kitaplarin anlami
tzerine diiginmeye basladim. Bu siireci baglatan TV
bir sekilde gruplagmaya da imkén veriyordu. Ancak
once taginabilir bilgisayarlar, ardindan cep telefonlar:
ile bireyler artik kendi ¢evrelerine kapali gériinmez
duvarli hiicreler halinde yagtyorlar. Tletisim olanak-
larinin artmasi insanlar arasindaki iletisime tahmin
edilenden ¢ok farkli boyutlar kazandird: belki ama
bir bagka anlamda da bu iletisimi baltalad:.

Bu ¢erceveden bakinca herhangi bir bilgiyi edin-
menin telefonlarimiz ile yapilabildigi bir ¢agda
kutiiphaneleri savunmak biraz nostaljik avunma gibi
algilanabilir. Oyle ya, neden oturdugumuz kanepe-
den istedigimiz bilgiyi Google'dan aninda edinmek
varken veya okumak istedigimiz favori yazarimizin
son kitabini iki tusla Kindle’a indirmek dururken, o
kadar yola ve trafie katlanip kitiiphaneye gidelim?

Bir mekén1 yagamak ve hissetmek, ortam: koklamak,
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nesnelere ve kisilere temas etmek gibi eylemler
yerini ekrandaki parmak hareketlerimize birakt.
Gormek ve goriinmek Instagram gergevesine hap-
soldu. Iletisim olanaklar: artarken fiziksel iletisim
yok olmaya bagladi.

Bana gore kittiphaneler aslinda hi¢bir zaman salt
kitaplarin ve bilginin erigimi i¢in yapilmig yapilar
olmadi. Her kitiiphane insanlar1 bir araya getiren,
ayni ilgi alanlarindaki kisilerin birbirleri ile temasini
kolaylastiran mekanlardir. Bir kentin en 6nemli
organlarindan biri hep kiitiphanelerdir. Igerdigi
bilgi nedeni ile degil, o bilgiyi edinmek isteyenleri
bir araya getirebilme imkanini veren bir mekan
oldugu igin.

Distincelerinize odaklanmak, okudugunuza kon-
santre olmak ve giinliik hayatin kosusturmali ortam-
dan uzaklagmak i¢in kiitiphaneler size bu ortami
yaratmak icin tasarlanirlar. Hepimiz ekranlarimizda
her an beliren eposta, sosyal medya ve WhatsApp
gibi iletisim uygulamalarindan gelen uyarilardan
kimi zaman nasil bunalabildigimizi biliyoruz. Bu
gibi uyarilar arasinda okudugunuza odaklanmak
fazladan bir ¢aba gerektiriyor. Kiitiphaneler bunu
biraz kolaylagtiran mekanlar bana gore.

Ayrica kitiiphanelerin sadece okumayi kolaylag-
tiricr degil, disinmeye sevk edici ortamlar olmas:

gerektigine inaniyorum. Cogu yeni tiniversitenin

ya iyi tasarlanmamis veya zaten mecburen igine
yerlesilen bir yapinin bodrum katindaki raflardan
olusan kiitiphanelerinin bu amaca hizmet edecegine
inanmiyorum.

Piri Reis Universitesi'ni tasarlarken kiitiphane
blogunu arazinin en kiymetli ve denizi gérebile-
cek noktasina yerlestirdik. Rektor odasi, mitevelli
heyeti salonu gibi prestijli mekanlar1 barindiran
yonetim blogu arkada kaldi. Cinki dogrusunun bu
oldugunu igverenimiz de kabullenmisti. Kiitiphane
bir tiniversite kampisiinin en degerli ve 6nemli
birimidir. Biz de bu 6nemi yansitacak sekilde
tasarladik.

Bir anlamda Piri Reis Universitesi’'nin kiitiiphanesini
Istanbul Atatiirk Kitapligina benzetiyorum. Her ikisi
de denize donik, istediginizde ufka bakarak diistince-
lerinizle bag baga kalmaya imkan verecek mekanlar.

Ne yazik ki, kiitiiphanelerin son 10-15 yilda 6nemli
mekanlar oldugu tilkemizde biraz goz ard: edildi gibi
geliyor bana. Bunun diizelecegini ve ideolojik gésteri
araci olmak yerine iyi tasarlanmug ve iyi isleyen yeni
kitiphane yapilarinin her ilge ve hatta semte yapila-
cagini umuyorum.

R

Fotograf | Photography
Omer Kanipak, Yercekim Photos "

As the time that the screens take up in our daily lives
increases, I began to think about the meaning of lib-
raries and printed books. Television, which initiated
this process, actually allowed for some socializing at
first. However, with the arrival of portable compu-
ters followed by mobile phones, individuals now

live in cells with invisible walls, shut off from their
surroundings. The rise of more and more communi-
cation tools led to different dimensions of interaction
between people than anticipated, but in another way,
it also became the worst enemy of engagement.

Looking at thing from this point of view, defending
libraries can be perceived as a nostalgic consolation in
an era when any information can be accessed via our
phones. So, why bother going to the library after suf-
fering all the traffic when we can just sit on the couch
and Google the information we need or download
the latest book of our favorite author to our Kindle in
just two clicks?

Actions like living in and getting a sense of a space,
smelling the environment, contacting objects and
people have been replaced by finger touches on the
screen. Seeing and being seen is trapped in an Instag-
ram frame. As communication tools increase, physical
communication is beginning to disappear.

To me, libraries have always been more than just the

structures built for access to books and information.
Each library is a space that brings people together,
making it easier for people with the same interests
to engage with each other. Libraries are one of the
most important organs of a city. Not only because of
the information it contains, but because it is a place
that provides an opportunity for people who seck
information to convene.

Libraries are designed to offer an environment for
you to focus on your thoughts, concentrate on what
you read, and get away from the hustle and bustle of
daily life. We all know how we can sometimes feel
overwhelmed by email and social media notifications
and communication apps such as WhatsApp. It takes
extra effort to focus on what you are reading among
all the alerts and notifications. And I see libraries as
spaces that make it a little easier for me.

T also believe that libraries should be spaces that not
only facilitate reading, but also stimulate thinking. I
don't believe that the libraries at most of the newer
universities, usually forced to be in the forms of shelves
in the basement of a building or in a space that is not
well designed will serve this purpose.

When designing Piri Reis University, we positioned
the library block at the most valuable part of the land
with views of the sea. The administration block, which
houses prestigious places such as the rector's office and
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the meeting room of the board of trustees, is placed
behind it because the employer had accepted this as
the right thing to do. The library is the most valuable
and important unit of a university campus. And we
conceived it to reflect this significance.

In a sense, I see resemblances between the library
at Piri Reis University to the Istanbul Atatiirk
Library. Both face the sea, giving you a chance to
contemplate as you look at the horizon.

Unfortunately, it feels like the importance of lib-
raries has been ignored in our country, especially
in the last 10-15 years. I hope that this situation
will improve, and instead of serving as demons-
trating ideologies, well-designed, functional new
library structures will be built in all every district
and even neighborhood.
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